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the disease, its effects have been negative and frequently injurious by disturbing 
the patient; as a prophylactic it has completely failed either to avert the at- 
tack or mitigate it. At the beginning of the epidemic opiates and other seda¬ 
tives, as potass, bromide, chloral hydrate, etc., were frequently used. After 
the physicians learned the type the epidemic presented, their use to a great ex¬ 
tent was discontinued, and a painful and restless night was not so much dreaded 
as a calm one secured by drugs.” 

The remarks on the influence of quinia in yellow fever fully accord with our 
own experience. It should be borne in mind that yellow fever is a disease of a 
single paroxysm, and consequently quinia as an antiperiodic is not required. 
It may be useful in convalescence as a tonic, or where malarial fever super¬ 
venes. 


Art. XXYIII.— Catalogue of the Library of the Surgeon-General'a Office, 
United Stoles Army. In three volumes. Washington: Government 
Printing Office, 1873-4. Large 8vo. [vol. i., pp. vi., 1193; vol. ii., pp. 956; 
vol. iii., pp. x , 319]. 

There are some persons who regard catalogues as uninteresting volumes; 
men who, when admitted into the sacred recesses of a library, feel none of that 
reverential awe which characterizes the true bibliophile, but are apt to ask (iu 
under-tones meant to be sarcastic, bnt which really serve only to show forth 

the speaker’s pitiable ignorance)—■“ Has Mr.- read all these books?”—To 

such persons we address not our remarks: "procul o, procul este, profani;” 
but to every true lover of the printed page, we offer sincere congratulations 
that in our country such a library as that of the Surgeon-General's Office exists, 
and that such an exposition of its treasures has been made as is revealed in 
the noble volumes of the catalogue before us. 

The “Library of the Surgeon-General’s Office" is known under that name 
abroad as well as at home, and from motives of convenience a change in its 
designation would probably be undesirable; but it is in fact the National 
Medical Library of the United States, and as, thanks to the liberal Bpirit which 
characterizes its management, it is available to all, so every American phy¬ 
sician should feel a personal pride and interest in its maintenance and exten¬ 
sion, and strive to render it at least equal in completeness and practical value 
to any similar collection of the old world. Its catalogue, of which the first 
two volumes are devoted to an alphabetical list of books arranged by authors’ 
names, has been compiled under the immediate supervision of Dr. John 
S. Billings, Assistant Surgeon, U. S. A., who has charge of the library, 
and to whose excellent judgment and knowledge of books is chiefly due its 
rapid and satisfactory increase duriDg the past few years; and who we trust 
may at no very distant period have the gratification of seeing the collection, 
the growth of which he has fostered with such judicious care, take its place 
among the medical libraries of the world in a position worthy of our land and 
nation. 

It will not, of course, be expected that, in the short space at our command, 
we should attempt to give our readers any adequate notion of the rich literary 
treasures stored up in the Library of the Surgeon-General’s Office, and enume¬ 
rated in its catalogue. Suffice it to say that there are now in the library about 
25,500 volumes, and about 18,000 unbound pamphlets and dissertations, making 
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a total which already exceeds the number contained in the libraries or the Phila¬ 
delphia College of Physicians and the Pennsylvania Hospital taken together, 
is more than three times the number of medical volumes in the City Library 
of Boston, and is about four times the number of those in the library of the 
New York Hospital. The librury of the Surgeon-General's Office contains, of 
course, in addition to such books as are daily needed by the student of any of 
the branches of medical science, an immense number of systematic works and 
monographs which, standard in their day, have been supplanted by more recent 
publications, and are now chiefly valuable as illustrating different eras in the 
history of our art. Nor is the library wanting in the possession of rare and 
precious volumes which though “ caviare to the general” are priceless treasures 
in the estimation of the bibliophile. Among the “ incunabula” described in 
the catalogue we may particularly mention the. rare treatise “ de epidemia et 
peste” of Valescus de Taranta, believed by Hain to have been printed in or 
about the year 1470; the "Liber de bomine” of Hieronymus de Manfredi 
(better known by its Italian title as the “ Libro del perche") printed in 1473; 
and the editio princeps of the famous “ Regimen Sanitatis” of the School of 
Salerno, printed in 1480. The most important feature of the library is, how¬ 
ever, to our mind at least, its immense collection of journals and pamphlets 
and detached theses—the disjecta membra which can only be brought to¬ 
gether in a public library, and the preservation of which is of the utmost im¬ 
portance to posterity. 

In the portion of the catalogue which is devoted to journals, great care has 
been taken to enumerate not only those which the library possesses, but such 
also as it yet lacks, tracing moreover the various titles under which the same 
journals have at different times been issued, and indicating the changes by 
which, as has often huppened, two or more separate journals have been merged 
into one. In this part of his work Dr. Billings has striven to produce a 
complete bibliography of medical literature, and it is but just to say that 
his efforts have been crowned with much success. The large number of short¬ 
lived journals which have been from time to time published in our own country 
has often been commented upon, but, we confess, we were somewhat surprised 
to learn that the grand total of distinct medical journuls issued up to the 
present time in the United States and British America is more than 450, and 
that the average number of volumes for each journal is somewhat less than 
five: in view of this rather melancholy record of brief existences, we may 
perhaps be pardoned for a little feeling of gratification in the reflection that 
this April number completes the 93d consecutive volume of our own American 
Journal —to be a contributor to which has for the last fifteen years been the 
present writer’s greatest source of pride. 

We must not longer linger over Dr. Billings’s goodly volumes, but now offer 
him our sincere congratulations on the successful accomplishment of his most 
laborious task, and express oar great satisfaction that there is alreudy ac¬ 
cessible to American physicians such a noble collection of the writings of the 
past and present masters of our art. 

The mechanical execution of this work, as of those which have been pre¬ 
viously published by the Surgeon-General’s Office, is worthy of the highest 
commendation. We do not say that the catalogue is entirely free from errors, 
for that would be to declare that Dr. Billings and his coadjutors had accom¬ 
plished the impossible; but we do say that in view of the manifold difficulties 
of the tusk, the result is a marvel of accuracy. J. A., Jb. 



